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•

In Baltimore County, 124,439 households have incomes below the threshold needed to be selfsufficient, or 38% of all families in the County (United Way ALICE Report, updated 2018, p. 5).

•

Overall, over 91,000 people in Baltimore County suffer from food insecurity (11%) – of those, over
26,000 are children (almost 15% of all children in the County) – of those children, 41% are probably
ineligible for food assistance:
https://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2017/child/maryland/county/baltimore

•

The Living Wage calculated for 1 adult and three children in Baltimore County is an hourly wage of
$40.85 (http://livingwage.mit.edu/counties/24005).

•

Half of all jobs in Maryland pay less than $20 an hour (United Way ALICE Report, updated 2018, p.
1).

Income Inequality
•
•

Maryland is often ranked as the wealthiest state in the nation in median income
Maryland has more millionaires per capita than any other state

https://www.kiplinger.com/slideshow/investing/T031-S001-millionaires-in-america-all-50-statesranked/index.html 2018, Maryland, with $1 million or more in investable income:
Millionaire households: 178,003; Total households: 2,263,021; Concentration of millionaires: 7.87%
Baltimore County millionaires reporting $1 million or more in taxable income: In 2014 (latest tax data
available), Baltimore County was second in the state in numbers of millionaires living in Maryland
(1,233); highest number was Montgomery County (3,225); Baltimore County was tied with Howard
County as 5th in the state in the largest increases in millionaires between 2010 and 2014, a 47% increase.
Baltimore Business Journal: https://www.bizjournals.com/baltimore/news/2017/01/26/the-marylandcounties-with-the-most-millionaires.html
With this amount of wealth:
•
•

Baltimore County has one of oldest school infrastructures in the state; for years was 2nd, only
behind Baltimore City
In 2007, over half of all schools in BCPS had no air conditioning – we were surrounded by
Counties with 100% air conditioned schools or very close to it: in 2019, BCPS still has 8 schools
without air conditioning, including Dulaney HS

•

•

Over 50,000 students attending BCPS live in severe poverty, nearly 44% of all students in the
system; as of January 2019, 2,174 had already been identified as homeless - will increase by end
of school year
About 43,000 students live in families with incomes of no more than 130% of the federal
poverty level (for a family of four, no more than $32,630 per year). About 7,000 live in families
with incomes of no more than 185% of the federal poverty level (for a family of four, $46,435
per year).

•

Thousands more live in families with incomes too high to qualify for meal assistance but not
enough to be economically self-sufficient. In 2016, the basic survival budget for a family of four
(2 adults, 2 children) in Maryland (no savings possible) was almost $70,000 a year (United Way
ALICE report, 2018, p. 4).

•

The cost of living in Maryland is 21.4% higher than the national average (Kiplinger Report cited
above)

•

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/06/28/the-10-states-most-in-need-of-an-infrastructureoverhaul.html: Maryland was tied with West Virginia as the 5th worst state in the top 10 states
in the U.S. facing the worst infrastructure deficits, earning a grade of “D.” “Maryland needs
help. So do its workers, who endure the second-longest commutes in the nation. Over half the
roads are in poor/mediocre condition, and 20-year water-system needs are at $9.3 billion.”

•

https://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/state-item/maryland/: “For example, driving on
roads in need of repair in Maryland costs each driver $550 per year, and 5.8% of bridges are
rated structurally deficient. Drinking water needs in Maryland are an estimated $6.9 billion, and
wastewater needs total $9.92 billion. 82 dams are considered to be high-hazard potential. The
state’s schools have an estimated capital expenditure gap of $615 million. This deteriorating
infrastructure impedes Maryland’s ability to compete in an increasingly global marketplace.
Success in a 21st century economy requires serious, sustained leadership on infrastructure
investment at all levels of government. Delaying these investments only escalates the cost and
risks of an aging infrastructure system, an option that the country, Maryland, and families can
no longer afford.”

Overview of Maryland Local Governments, Dept. of Legislative Services, 2019
Exhibit 3.7 (p. 40), Baltimore County Expenditures per Capita by Category (Fiscal 2017)
Baltimore-County

Ranking (out of 24)

General Government: $193

Statewide
Average
$300

Public Safety

$471

$611

11th out of 24

Public Works

$585

$625

6th out of 24

Health/Social Services $ 99

$194

24th - lowest in state

Education/Libraries

$2,499

$2,712

14th out of 24

Parks and Recreation

$ 46

$ 120

17th out of 24

18th out of 24

________________________________________________________________________
•
•

Per Capita Statewide totals for all categories: $5,144
Baltimore County:
$4,736

9th out of 24

NOTE: the ranking of 9th out of 24 in expenditures, given the numbers in Exhibit 3.7 above, appears to be
based in part upon the higher categories grouped into “Other”; Baltimore County has the highest
amount of expenditures in this category per capita, $587, or 12.4% of County expenditures (Exhibit 3.6);
the state average is $309, or 6% of expenditures.
It would be helpful to have some explanations provided for expenditures that are grouped into this
category.

